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2016 – Year of Active Diplomacy for Freedom and
Rapid Development of Georgia
SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY
Consolidation of international efforts with the aim to counter the factual annexation process and
address the security, human rights and humanitarian challenges in the occupied regions
Within the Geneva International Discussions the necessity of implementation of 12 August 2008 Ceasefire
Agreement, in particular withdrawal of Russian military forces, was continuously discussed;
After a 4-year hiatus the Gali Incident Prevention and Reaction Mechanism (IPRM) was restored;
The European Council extended the EUMM mandate by two years;
The number of voters in support of the UN Resolution on IDPs (76) exceeded the number of abstentions
for the first time;
Within the framework o the UNHRC, a joint statement was adopted for the first time about the Human
Rights and humanitarian situation in occupied Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region;
The wording of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly declaration read “Conflict in Georgia”, which is the
first document adopted by the Assembly directly on the topic of Georgia-Russia conflict;
Since the 2008 Georgia-Russia War, the OSCE Group of Friends issued the statement on the GeorgiaRussia conflict for the first time;
In the decisions of the Deputy Ministers’ Committee of the Council of Europe Russia is once again
mentioned as the force that exercises an effective control over Georgia’s occupied regions.
For the first time the US House of Representatives adopted a bipartisan resolution in support of Georgia’s
territorial integrity.

EU INTEGRATION
Full-scale activation of the Association Agreement and timely
implementation of the Visa Liberalization process was one of the
top priority of Georgian government in 2016
All three main decision-making bodies of the EU issued their
support of Visa Liberalization for the Georgian citizens.
The Association Agreement (AA) entered into force and became
fully activated.
The first session of the EU-Georgia Association Council took place after the enactment of the AA.
The first report on Association implementation was published by EU.
An ambitious Association Agenda for 2017-2020 was developed, and for the first time civil society was
involved by the Government in the development process.
Georgia features in the EU’s “Global Strategy” on Foreign and Security Policy for the first time.
Georgia became a member of the Energy Community.

NATO INTEGRATION
Efforts were directed towards the enhancement of political and practical support from NATO
A number of decisions were taken at the NATO Warsaw Summit, which envision additional assistance
from the Alliance to Georgia in the area of Defense.
At the Summit in Warsaw, for the first time the session of the NATO-Georgia Commission took place at
the level of Foreign Ministers.
Georgia has been invited to participate in the Strategic Dialogue on Black Sea security.
The fourth visit of the North Atlantic Council (NAC) to Tbilisi took place.

BILATERAL DIPLOMACY
The main efforts were directed towards deepening Georgia’s relations with the Western partners and
solidifying Georgia’s trade and economic ties with the Eastern countries
Within the framework of the US Secretary of State visit to Tbilisi, the
Memorandums on Deepening of Partnership in Defense and Security and on
Education Partnership were signed;
 Relationship with Germany, France, Italy and our traditional partners in
Central and Eastern Europe were characterized by a high dynamism;
The “Wardrop Dialogue” with the United Kingdom was upgraded to the
strategic dialogue level;
The Franco-German Regional Ambassadorial took place in Tbilisi for the
first time;
High-ranking delegation from China (Vice-Premier of the State Council
Chang Gaol) visited Georgia for the first time since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the countries;
The relations were successfully strengthening with the neighboring states –
Turkey, Azerbaijan and Armenia.
Georgia continued pragmatic policy vis-à-vis the Russian Federation.

MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY
Strengthening Georgia’s international positions and raising awareness about Georgia
Georgia hosted the Annual Session (25th) of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly for the first time.
Within the framework of OSCE, for the first time Georgia
organized a side event on Human Rights in prisons.
For the first time during the UN General Assembly, Georgia
organized a high level side event on Efficient Institutions.
For the first time a candidate from Georgia was nominated for
the position of Secretary General of UNWTO.

ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY
An agreement with European Free Trade Association (EFTA) was signed.
Negotiations with China on free trade were completed.
Legislative base for Commercial Attaches system was developed.
Georgia became involved in the “Southern Gas Corridor” project
implementation.
Georgian diplomatic missions abroad facilitated the signature of 25 agreements between the Georgian
Chamber of Trade and Industry and its foreign counterparts. Active negotiations are underway with 16 more
countries.
Establishment and development of new transport corridors through the territory of Georgia (Lapis lazuli,
Persian Gulf – Black Sea, Baltic Sea – Black Sea).

CULTURAL DIPLOMACY
UNESCO World Heritage
Committee returned to the World
Heritage main list the historical
monuments of Mtskheta.

UNESCO added three Georgian
alphabets to the List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity

Chateau Le Ville estate was
returned to Georgia

