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POLITICS
The First Plenary Session of the 9th term of the Parliament
On November 18, Kutaisi Parliament Palace hosts the first plenary session of the
newly elected Parliament. In line with the Constitution of Georgia and the Rules of
Procedure, the President of Georgia, Mr. Giorgi Margvelashvili opened the session.
The newly elected Parliament endorsed Mr. Irakli Kobakhidze on the position of the
Chairman and elected the Deputy Chairmen.
More: http://e.gov.ge/bgtHq http://e.gov.ge/Awbsa

Final Report of the National Democratic Institute on Georgia’s October 2016 Parliamentary Elections
The United States National Democratic Institute (NDI) released its final report on last
month’s Parliamentary Elections in Georgia, stressing the race was conducted in a free and
fair, competitive environment.
NDI emphasized "Georgia’s vibrant and pluralistic media environment” played an important
role in spreading election messages as well as promises and highlighted that the public were
able to cast a vote that reflected their free will.
More: http://e.gov.ge/JImYH

The Council of Europe Secretary General's 14th Consolidated Report on the Conflict in Georgia
The Secretary General of the Council of Europe Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland paid
particular attention to the current difficult human rights situation in Georgia's
occupied territories. The First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia Mr.
David Zalkaliani called on the Russian Federation to facilitate and grant
unrestricted access to the Council of Europe bodies to the areas affected by the
conflict in Georgia as provided by the CMD decisions adopted in 2015 and 2016.
Statements on behalf of the European Union and the GUAM member states have
also been made during the meeting, in which they reiterated their unequivocal
support for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within
its internationally recognized borders.
More: http://e.gov.ge/gxJLY

European Council Underlines the Importance of a Timely Finalization of the Decision Making Processes
Required for Visa Liberalization for Georgia
The Council welcomed progress in the implementation of the AA/DCFTAs with Georgia.
The Council recognizes that mobility and people to people contacts bring the societies in the
EU Member States and partner countries closer.
The Council underlines the importance of a timely finalization of the decision making
processes required for visa liberalization for both Georgia and Ukraine.
More: http://e.gov.ge/euqGd
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy F.Mogherini stressed the importance of
imposition of visa free regime for Georgia.
“I am looking forward to the visit of the [Georgian]
Prime Minister here. It was considered by all that the
situation in Georgia is clearly extremely
encouraging, extremely positive and that there is a
need on the European Union's side to deliver on visa
liberalization”.
- Federica Mogherini.
More: http://e.gov.ge/zxtPv

Georgian Acting Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze has Met U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Bridget Brink
Georgian Acting Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze met U.S. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Bridget Brink, who is on her visit to Georgia.
Discussions focused on the October Parliamentary elections held in Georgia.
The sides positively assessed the electoral process and underlined that the
constitutional majority gained by “Georgian Dream” is a significant positive
message from the public and that this opportunity will be used in the country
for carrying out reforms and the economic development. Mikheil Janelidze
thanked the U.S. side for the active participation in the monitoring mission
and for the assistance rendered in the process of the elections.
More: http://e.gov.ge/lnYex

US Ambassador Hopes New Administration Will Continue Supporting Georgia
US Ambassador to Georgia Ian Kelly hopes his home country will continue supporting
Georgia once the US officially welcomes Donald Trump as the country's new president.
“The good thing is that the US support for Georgia will continue and this was confirmed by
a decisions of Congress on Georgia’s sovereignty," – said Ian Kelly.
More: http://e.gov.ge/xeRgy

ECONOMY
Georgian Diplomat Nominated to the Position of Secretary
General of UNWTO
Prime Minister of Georgia H.E. Giorgi Kvirikashvili, nominated H.E.
Zurab Pololikashvili, Ambassador of Georgia to the Kingdom of Spain to
the position of a Secretary General of the United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) serving a tenure from 2018 through 2021.
Prime Minister stressed the tremendous role of the UNWTO in the
development of tourism, economic growth and inclusive advancement.
More: http://e.gov.ge/LpmkK

January-October: Georgia’s external trade grows 22%
According to National Statistics Office of Georgia (Geostat), Georgia’s external trade has
grown 22 percent in the first 10 months of the year.
Between January and October Georgia's external merchandise trade (excluding non-declared
trade) reached $9.95 billion.
More: http://e.gov.ge/QoFdr

GEORGIAN DIASPORA
The New Initiative of Georgian Foreign Minister - “Georgia is waiting for you”
Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze took an initiative to introduce the
program “Georgia is waiting for you” in all embassies of Georgia. In the frames
of the program, Georgian citizens abroad and representatives of the Diaspora
will be provided with appropriate assistance and will receive the detailed
information on the existing opportunities in Georgia, including, the country’s
economy, public and private sector, investment environment, etc.
Delivering a speech at the Conference dedicated to the diaspora issues “Georgian Diaspora – Present days and Challenges” – Mikheil Janelidze
underlined the active involvement of the Georgian diplomatic missions in
communication with the diaspora. According to the Minister, the Embassies
and Consulates will set up the special hotlines for the diaspora representatives.
More: http://e.gov.ge/cRrPv

