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• Prime Minister of Georgia visited Spain to participate in the International Tourism Fair
• Georgian delegation at the World Economic Forum 2017 in Davos
• Venice Commission President Visits Georgia
• NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg welcomes Georgia’s reform progress
• EBRD plans to invest €300 million in Georgia in 2017
• Korean Professor Cho Ju-kwan was awarded for the translation of “The Knight in the Panther's Skin”

POLITICS
Prime Minister of Georgia visited Spain to participate in the International
Tourism Fair
17-18.01.2017; Madrid - Giorgi Kvirikashvili's working visit to the Kingdom of Spain
started with a meeting with WTO Secretary General Taleb Rifai. Meetings also were held
with the King Felipe VI of Spain and the Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy of Spain.
The conversation between Kvirikashvili and Rajoy involved the bilateral relations between
the two countries and Georgia's European and Euro-Atlantic integration. Special attention
was paid to the trade and economic ties between the two countries. The parties stressed that
there was much room for further expanding the relations in these directions.
During his working visit to Madrid, the Prime Minister of Georgia, together with the Georgian delegation, participated
in the International Tourism Fair, during which he hosted King Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain at the Georgian
exhibition pavilion.

Prime Minister delivered a speech at the Inauguration of International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development.
"2016 has also been a year of success, a year when the world came together to express its unwavering support for free,
safe and accessible travel as a right of all human beings. A year, to mark the unity of our nations and our people. A
landmark time for innovation, entrepreneurship, and development”- the Prime Minister stated.
More: http://e.gov.ge/LIhbn http://e.gov.ge/ltQWv http://e.gov.ge/WFyCw http://e.gov.ge/bnDpT

Georgian delegation at the World Economic Forum 2017 in Davos
19-20.01.2017; Davos - The world’s top leaders, including Georgian Prime Minister
Giorgi Kvirikashvili participated in World Economic Forum 2017 in Davos, Switzerland.
The impact of political and infrastructural investments under the New Silk Road on
economic growth and harmonization between Europe and Asia was the issue discussed at
the Silk Road Effect Session of the World Economic Forum, where the Prime Minister of
Georgia addressed the participants. More: http://e.gov.ge/Snhoq
During the Forum, Giorgi Kvirikashvili met with the President of Ukraine Petro
Poroshenko. The parties discussed strategic issues pertaining to the relations between the
two countries, as well as European integration and visa liberalization as top priority issues
for Georgia and Ukraine, expressing hope that Georgian and Ukrainian citizens will enjoy
short-term visa-free travel in the EU as early as 2017. More: http://e.gov.ge/wIVte
Georgian Prime Minister held a meeting with Prime Minister of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic.
The parties discussed key issues pertaining to the relations between the two countries and
emphasized the importance of furthering cooperation in different directions. Special
attention was paid to the economic and tourism potential and prospects of deeper
cooperation in the fields of innovation and technology. More: http://e.gov.ge/ffgTg

Venice Commission President Visits Georgia
20.01.2017;Tbilisi - The Chairman of the Parliament, Mr. Irakli
Kobakhidze hosted the Delegation of the Venice Commission, headed by the
President, Gianni Buquicchio. At the meeting, the Chairman, being in the
capacity of the Chair of the State Constitutional Commission, discussed the
Commission’s activity, format and composition, as well as the working plan.
The parties agreed on close cooperation.
More: http://e.gov.ge/Clrid

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg welcomes Georgia’s reform progress
17.01.2017; Brussels - State Minister of Georgia for European and
Euro-Atlantic Integration Victor Dolidze, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs David Dondua and Deputy State Minister Mariam
Rakviashvili participated in the NATO-Georgia Commission (NGC)
meeting on the level of Permanent Representatives, where they
discussed the implementation of the 8th Annual National Program of
2016. The delegation met with the Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg before participating in a meeting of the NATO-Georgia
Commission. Secretary Stoltenberg praised Georgia’s ongoing
reform efforts and highlighted that in response to new challenges
NATO is increasing its presence in the Black Sea region, with
several Allies set to contribute forces and capabilities.
During the NATO-Georgia Commission, the Allies welcomed Georgia’s progress in implementing key reforms, and its
conduct of parliamentary elections last October. They further praised Georgia’s major contributions to NATO operations,
including the Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan. The Commission also discussed the implementation of the
Substantial NATO-Georgia Package, launched in 2014 to help Georgia improve its defence capabilities and move towards
NATO membership. Several ambassadors highlighted the important work done by the Joint Training and Evaluation
Centre, which hosted a NATO-Georgia exercise for the first time in November 2016.
More: http://e.gov.ge/ELNqd http://e.gov.ge/AGrMZ

ECONOMY
EBRD plans to invest €300 million in Georgia in 2017
20.01.2017; Davos - EBRD plans to invest €300 million in Georgia this year.
Increasing investments in Georgia, incentives for the private sector, and prospects
of developing business environment were the key issues discussed at meeting
between EBRD President Suma Chakrabarti and Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi
Kvirikashvili at World Economic Forum in Davos.
The parties discussed the role of EBRD in the development of Georgia's economy
and the ongoing EBRD investments in Georgia. It was emphasized that in 2016
EBRD invested a record-breaking amount in Georgia, about 250 million euro. The
Georgian Government's reform agenda, and spatial planning as one of its
components, was one of the main topics of discussion at the meeting. According to
Suma Chakrabarti, EBRD supports Georgia's ongoing reforms and plans to increase
its investments and financial assistance.
More: http://e.gov.ge/URflR

GEORGIAN MISSIONS ABROAD
Korean Professor Cho Ju-kwan was awarded for the translation of “The Knight in the Panther's Skin”
19.01.2017; Seul - Nikoloz Apkhazava, the Ambassador of Georgia to
the Republic of Korea, conferred the Order of Honor to Dr. Cho Jukwan, Professor of Seoul Yonsei University.
Prof. Cho Ju-kwan was awarded the Order of Honor by the President
of Georgia H. E. Giorgi Margvelashvili, in recognition of his
important contribution to the popularization of the Georgian culture
and for his Korean language translation of Shota Rustaveli's 12th
century epic poem “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin“.
At an award ceremony at the Georgian Embassy in Seoul on January
19, Ambassador expressed gratitude to Cho for his 10 years spent
translating the epic. The ambassador said he hopes more Georgian
literature will be introduced to the Korean readers.
"I think Shota Rustaveli's epic is one of the best in the world. His epic
is sometimes compared to Homer's work“, - the professor said.
More: http://e.gov.ge/mqgbQ

