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• OSCE Chairman - Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz attended IPRM meeting in Ergneti
• Foreign Minister discussed priorities of EU assistance with the European Commission representatives
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• Wine Export from Georgia Increases by 184% in January 2017
• Georgia will host the 15th Junior Eurovision Song Contest in November 2017

POLITICS
The European Parliament has voted EU
Visa liberalization for Georgia
02.02.2017, Brussels – European Parliament voted on 2 February 2017 to
grant Georgian citizens Visa-Free travel with the EU. With 553 votes in
favor and 66 against legislative proposal to amend Regulation (EC) No
539/2001 transferring Georgia to the list of visa-free countries was adopted.
The Georgian delegation led by the Speaker of the Parliament, Irakli
Kobakhidze attended the plenary session of the EP.
Decision of the European Parliament is a further proof that cooperation and partnership with the European Union will
bring concrete benefit to each citizen of Georgia. It provides a clear example of how the European Union complies with
its commitments towards its partners and how it responds to the efforts of various countries to establish EU standards
and build democratic institutions. Visa-free travel with the EU will be equally important for Georgian citizens living in
the occupied territories as it will allow them to enjoy all benefits of free movement within the EU space, as well as of
close relations with Europe. More: http://e.gov.ge/hYXTg

Council of Europe Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland paid two-day official visit to Georgia
30.01.2017, Tbilisi - Council of Europe Secretary General, Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland paid two-day official visit to Georgia
on 30-31 January. Within the framework of his visit Secretary General held meetings with the President of Georgia,
Giorgi Margvelashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi Kvirikashvili, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia Mikheil
Janelidze and representatives of the executive and legislative branches of the government.
Georgia-Council of Europe cooperation, the situation in Georgia's occupied territories, the engagement of the Council of
Europe in protecting human rights and trust-building in the conflict zones, constitutional reforms and the so-called third
wave of the judicial reform were the main topics discussed at the meetings. Thorbjørn Jagland reaffirmed the Council of
Europe’s unchallenged support for Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and reconfirmed the Council of
Europe’s support of the cooperation with Georgia and the assistance in the ongoing reforms in the country.
More: http://e.gov.ge/nJcPp http://e.gov.ge/xPZEO http://e.gov.ge/TKZbL

OSCE Chairman - Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz attended IPRM meeting in Ergneti
03.02.2017, Tbilisi – Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze held a meeting
with OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Austrian Federal Minister for European and
International Affairs Sebastian Kurz. The sides discussed the ways to increase
OSCE’s involvement in the peaceful resolution of the Russian-Georgian conflict
focusing on the security, humanitarian and human rights situation in Georgia’s
occupied territories. They also spoke about the involvement of the OSCE Austrian
Chairmanship in the process of confidence building between the war-torn
communities living on both sides of the occupation line.
On February 3rd OSCE Chairman-in-Office attended the IPRM meeting in Ergneti as
a special guest. Participants of the meeting discussed incidents that took place after
the last IPRM meeting and pose potential threat to peace and stability on the ground.
More: http://e.gov.ge/SxMMQ http://e.gov.ge/rpnDv http://e.gov.ge/uGBqK

Foreign Minister discussed priorities of EU assistance with the European Commission representatives
30-31.01.2017, Tbilisi – Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze held a meeting with Christian Danielsson, Director
General for Neighborhood and Enlargement Negotiations and
Thomas Mayr Harting, Managing Director of the EEAS at the
European Commission, who arrived for a two-day working visit in
Georgia. The sides discussed priorities of Georgia-EU bilateral cooperation paying special attention to the importance of developing
in due time the Association Agenda and the Single Support
Framework which will allow Georgia to successfully carry out
reforms under the Association Agreement.
The Georgian side welcomed the fact that EU assistance is focused on economic development, support for small and
medium-sized businesses and the formation of vocational education system, which is fully in line with the Georgian
Government’s priorities. The sides exchanged their views on the importance of the fifth Eastern Partnership summit
scheduled to take place in Brussels, on 24 November 2017. More: http://e.gov.ge/HhiDr

ECONOMY
Record Number of Tourists visited Georgia in January 2017
03.02.2017, Tbilisi - An exceptional increase of international arrivals in
Georgia was observed in January 2017. In this period 387,070
international visitors arrived in Georgia, which is 63,911 more, compared
to January of 2016 (growth +19.8). Number of tourists (visit lasted more
than 24 hours) increased by 32.4% and reached 354,083.
International arrivals in Georgia have been growing rapidly over recent
years. Georgia received a record 6,350,825 foreign visitors in 2016,
representing annual growth of 7.6%. Out of the total number of visits,
2,714,773 lasted longer than 24 hours (growth +19%).
More: http://bit.ly/2lge3R5

Wine Export from Georgia Increases by 184% in January 2017
03.02.2017, Tbilisi - According to data of January 2017, approximately 4 322 733
bottles (0.75l) of wine have been exported Georgia to 26 countries worldwide, that
is 184% higher then the similar data of the last year. In the period under review 8.8
million USD worth of wine have been exported, that is 141% higher than the
similar data of 2016. In January wine export growth in the main exporter countries
is the following: China - 725% (372 440); Estonia - 250% (48 432); Russia - 198%
(2 861471); Kyrgyzstan - 186% (38 700); Kazakhstan - 164% (106 284); UK 113% (14 328); Ukraine - 102% (402 858); USA - 100% (32 940); Latvia - 84%
(61 128); Poland - 37% (156 302); Lithuania - 21% (54 228).
The first five exporter countries is the following: Russia (2 861 471), Ukraine (402 858), China (372 440), Poland (156
302) and Kazakhstan (106 284). More: http://bit.ly/2lge3R5

CULTURE
Georgia will host the 15th Junior Eurovision Song Contest in November 2017
01.02.2017, Geneva, Switzerland - The European Broadcasting
Union (EBU) and the Georgian Public Broadcaster, GPB, have
confirmed that Georgia will host the 15th Junior Eurovision
Song Contest in November 2017. 11 year old Mariam
Mamadashvili triumphed in November last year with the
song ”Mzeo” topping the table with 239 points. Jon Ola Sand,
the EBU’s Head of Live Events said: "The EBU are delighted
to announce that GPB will be the host broadcaster of the Junior
Eurovision Song Contest 2017. As Georgia has won the
contest the most times we are pleased that we can finally bring
Europe’s favorite youth show to a new country that has shown
such dedication to the Contest “. More: https://goo.gl/TL1GSs

