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POLITICS
Georgian FM Mikheil Janelidze and US State Secretary Rex Tillerson held first meeting in Washington
10.02.2017; Washington – Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze met
with United States Secretary of State Rex Tillerson during his two-day official
state visit to the U.S. The sides spoke about the successful democratic and
economic reforms Georgia has carried out over the past few years setting an
example to follow for the entire region. It was underlined that the U.S. continues
to support Georgia in developing its economy and democratic institutions.
Georgia remains America’s strong partner and ally not only in the region but
also globally, - Mikheil Janelidze said after the meeting. Rex Tillerson thanked
Georgia for its contribution towards maintaining global security and for the
bravery of Georgian soldiers serving in international peacekeeping missions.
Within the framework of his visit, Janelidze held meeting with U.S. President’s
National Security Advisor Michael Flynn. The sides discussed the issues relating to
Georgia-U.S. strategic partnership. General Flynn made special mention of Georgia’s
important role in maintaining Euro-Atlantic security emphasizing that when it comes
to dealing with international security challenges Georgia is a key partner of the US
not only regionally but also globally.
Georgia-U.S. bilateral relations and prospects for future co-operation were main issues of discussions during the
meetings with Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Bob Corker (R-Tennessee), Senate Majority
Leader Senator Mitch McConnell and Chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriations Thad Cochran (RMississippi) . More: http://e.gov.ge/syigw http://e.gov.ge/XWYoC

Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze paid official visit to France
06-08.02.2017, Paris – France supports the ongoing reforms in Georgia, the country’s European integration and is ready
to further expand co-operation between the two countries in various areas – French Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Development Jean-Marc Ayrault said during his meeting with his Georgian counterpart, Foreign Minister
Mikheil Janelidze. Jean-Marc Ayrault congratulated Janelidze on the European Parliament’s decision expressing the
hope that the process of visa-liberalization for Georgia will be finalized soon.
As part of his official visit to France, Mikheil Janelidze held a meeting with Secretary of State for European Affairs of
France Harlem Désir. The sides noted with satisfaction the increasing dynamics of bilateral relations between the two
countries reaffirming their readiness to further deepen co-operation in tourism, education and other areas. The Secretary
of State expressed his interest in Georgia’s energy, infrastructure, tourism and agriculture sectors.
Georgian Foreign Minister held a meeting with the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the French National
Assembly Élisabeth Guigou. Élisabeth Guigou congratulated Janelidze on the European Parliament’s decision taking
special note of Georgia’s success on the path of European integration.
More: http://e.gov.ge/XFzNe More: http://e.gov.ge/pipCR More: http://e.gov.ge/DBySQ More: http://e.gov.ge/zqnfY

The Statements on the decision to hold the referendum in the occupied Tskhinvali Region
07.02.2017 Tbilisi - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia condemns the decision by the Russian
occupation regime to hold the referendum on changing the name of Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia,
Georgia on 9 April, 2017.
The Russian occupation forces intend to name one of the oldest regions of Georgia as “The republic of South Ossetia –
the state of Alania”, similarly to the Republic of North Ossetia – Alania, in order to lay a ground for illegal annexation
of the occupied region. As early as 2008, after the military intervention in the Georgian territory, the Russian Federation
recognized the so-called independence of Tskhinvali region in violation of the fundamental norms of international law,
whereupon it pursues the factual annexation of the occupied territory. By naming Georgia’s occupied region after the
subject of the Russian Federation Moscow starts to use the remaining instruments against the Georgian statehood.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia appeals to the international community to demonstrate consistent and firm
stance towards the illegal actions of the Russian Federation, take the appropriate measures to avoid the escalation of
situation in the Tskhinvali region and to prevent another fact of illegal annexation in Europe. More: http://e.gov.ge/ryDsg
Statement of the President of Georgia More: http://e.gov.ge/sxbQv
Statement by the Prime Minister of Georgia More: http://e.gov.ge/KeMUt

EDUCATION
World Bank to Cooperate with Georgian Government on Education Reform
09.02.2017; Tbilisi - World Bank will cooperate with the Government of
Georgia on education reform, one of the most far-reaching components of the
Government's four-point reform agenda, which was the main topic of meeting
between Georgia's Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili and Christian Aedo, the
World Bank's Global Education Practice Manager.
The Prime Minister reaffirmed that education is one of the top priorities of the
Georgian Government. During the meeting, Giorgi Kvirikashvili described in
detail the comprehensive reform of the education system seeking to forge a
professional and higher education system focused on the labor market and the
actual demand in Georgia. More: http://e.gov.ge/wPbha

ECONOMY
Georgia on International Tourism Exhibition "Balttour 2017”
3-5.02.2017, Riga - The 24th International Travel
Trade Fair - “Balttour 2017” was held in Riga.
The representatives of the Georgian National
Tourism Administration, Adjara Tourism
Administation as well as representatives of four
Georgian tourist companies participated in the
Fair. The Georgian Stand was one of the biggest
at the exhibition. More: http://e.gov.ge/rgudY

EVENTS
Embassy of Georgia in USA hosted a wine tasting for the U.S. Congress members and staff
06.02.2017; Washington - Embassy of Georgia hosted a wine tasting for the U.S.
Congress members and staff at the congressional Cannon House Office Building.
Ambassador David Bakradze, together with members of the Georgian Parliament
- First Deputy Chairperson Tamar Chugoshvili and Chair of the European
Integration Committee Tamuna Khulordava greeted the congressmen Mark
Sanford, Tim Murphy, Mario Diaz-Balart, Mike Bishop, Mike Thompson, Walter
Jones and others, introducing them to the ancient culture of Georgia.
Variety of Georgian wines and spirits were offered for tasting while Noel Brockett
of America Georgia Business Council was familiarizing the guests with the
Georgian wine-making tradition.
The event was held in partnership with the US-Georgia Friendship Association
and Congressional Wine Caucus with its co-chair Congressman Duncan Hunter.
More: http://e.gov.ge/mrrCP

