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POLITICS
President of Israel Reuven Rivlin Visits Georgia
9-10.01.2017, Tbilisi – President of Israel, H.E. Reuven Rivlin and First Lady of Israel,
paid an official visit to Georgia. During the bilateral meeting, President Margvelashvili
expressed his concern about the terrorist attack that took place in Jerusalem, offered his
condolences to the President of Israel and noted that Georgia strongly condemns all forms
of terrorism and continues its efforts along with the international community to ensure
peace and security worldwide.
During the meeting between Georgia's Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili and the
President of Israel emphasized the successful bilateral cooperation in different fields.
Special attention was paid to economic cooperation, trade dynamics, investments of Israeli
companies in Georgia, increasing number of visitors and overall progress in this direction.
Cooperation in the fields of culture and education was also discussed.
More: http://e.gov.ge/YsMGp http://e.gov.ge/kbjqX
http://e.gov.ge/ZyGZl

Foreign Minister addresses 9th Ambassadors Conference in Ankara
10.01.2017, Ankara - The Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze paid an official visit to the Republic of Turkey. As part of
the visit Mikheil Janelidze participated in the Ninth Ambassadors’
Conference. The Georgian Foreign Minister spoke extensively about a
broad spectrum of bilateral relations between Georgia and Turkey
paying special attention to the functioning of the High-level Strategic
Cooperation Council.
More: http://e.gov.ge/EpTcu
Within the agenda of his official visit Georgian Foreign Minister
held meetings with President of the Republic of Turkey Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan, Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mevlut Cavusoglu, Vice Speaker of the Parliament of Turkey
Ahmet Aydın and other representatives of the Grand National
Assembly. The sides noted with satisfaction the close friendly and
partner relations between the two countries paying special attention
to the regional transport and energy projects and the importance of
active co-operation in the process of their implementation. More:
http://e.gov.ge/owfFt

Georgian delegation paid the last respect to Rafsanjani - former President of Iran
11.01.2017, Tehran - Foreign Minister of Georgia Mikheil Janelidze visited the
Islamic Republic of Iran, in order to participate in a mourning ceremony for late
Chairman of the Expediency Discernment Council and former President Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani.
Within the agenda of the visit, Georgian Foreign Minister held a meeting with his
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif. During the meeting the sides
discussed the issues on the bilateral cooperation agenda and the prospects of the
development of further cooperation between Georgia and Iran. The importance of
relations in the fields of trade, economy, culture and tourism between the two
countries was emphasized. Special attention was paid to regional transportation
and energy projects.
More: http://e.gov.ge/BhXWQ

Foreign Minister on “Snow Meeting 2017” Conference in Vilnius
13.01.2017, Trakai – Georgian Foreign Minister paid a visit to the Republic of Lithuania
to participate in the annual winter conference „Snow Meeting 2017”. Mikheil Janelidze
appeared at a session on Trans-Atlantic relations.
During his visit, Minister held a meeting with Lithuanian Prime Minister Saulius
Skvernelis. Bilateral meeting was also held with the Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas
Linkevičius.
Mikheil Janelidze visited the Seimas of Lithuania and took part in a special session
dedicated to the Freedom Defenders' Day of Lithuania.
More: http://e.gov.ge/LGasw http://e.gov.ge/nfAhr http://e.gov.ge/yeURC

LIBE committee backed visa-free travel of Georgian citizens to the EU
12.01.2017, Brussels – The European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), by
the vast majority of votes, approved the final text of amended Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 granting Georgian citizens
visa-free travel with the EU. The draft of the amendment was agreed on 13 December between the European
Commission, the European Parliament and the EU Council and on 20 December, the Committee of Permanent
Representatives in the European Union (COREPER) agreed, on behalf of the Council of the European Union, to adopt
the amendment. According to the follow-up procedures, the final edition of the Regulation will be put to the vote at the
European Parliament’s upcoming plenary session, after which the amended regulation will be formally approved by the
EU Council at the level of Ministers. More: http://e.gov.ge/cwChS

U.S. Secretary of State’s brief visit to Georgia
12.01.2017, Tbilisi - The U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has paid a
brief visit to Georgia. He was met by First Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs David Zalkaliani. First Deputy Minister thanked the United States
and personally John Kerry for the support and contribution to the
deepening of the Georgia-US bilateral relations. For his part, John Kerry
underlined Georgia’s impressive progress on the path of democratic,
political and economic development. More: http://e.gov.ge/cLksv

ECONOMY
“The Telegraph” names Tbilisi among 21 European cities to visit
08.01.2017 London - British daily broadsheet newspaper “The Daily Telegraph”
recommends getting lost in the splendor of the Georgian Capital Tbilisi: “These
days, its fine Art Nouveau buildings and pretty, traditional balconied houses are
what some would call shabby chic: if any city needed a good lick of Farrow and
Ball, this one does. Yet new hotels and shopping malls are springing up. Tbilisi
feels like a city finally coming into itself”. More: http://e.gov.ge/wjbBG

EVENTS
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia hosts children living near the occupation line
14.01.2017, Tbilisi – Children living in the villages across the occupation line in the Shida Kartli region were invited to
the Georgian Foreign Ministry for New Year celebrations. 56 kids from the Kareli and Gori Municipalities visited the
Ministry where they were met by their beloved fairytale characters and Santa Claus. At the end of the celebrations, the
kids received gifts specifically collected for them by the Consulate-General of Georgia to New York and representatives
of the Georgian diaspora. It is for the 4th time that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has organized various activities for the
kids living in the vicinity of the occupation life. More: http://e.gov.ge/fhoFX

