#VISA-FREE!
#TOWARDSEUROPE!
#DESTINATIONEUROPE

The President of Georgia: “We develop Georgia
in the European direction, in hope that the
population living in the occupied territories will
also benefit from it”

28.03.2017 Tbilisi – “I would like to stress the fact that
our citizens, living in the conflict zone, obviously, will
benefit from this decision. We strengthen and develop
our country in the European direction, in hope that our
citizens, including the ones living in the occupied
territories, will benefit from it. I believe that the
European integration will provide the European ways of
solving our conflicts. Solution of the conflicts that exist
between us and the citizens, living in the occupied
territories, should firstly be peaceful, and secondly, in
accordance to the format and the tradition of the
European states. Therefore, will it be the Association
Agreement or a step taken forward in the visa
liberalization process, all these bring us closer to the
European political culture and the solution of our
conflicts within the format of this political culture. I
believe that the time will come soon when we will all get
through the pain and emotions and reach a united, strong,
and the European vision Georgia. Through our joint
efforts, we will definitely reach this vision”, - stated
President Giorgi Margvelashvili.
More: http://e.gov.ge/wZLhh

The Prime Minister of Georgia: “From
Europe to Europe - a path successfully
covered by Georgia”
28.03.2017 Tbilisi - Georgia's citizens will enjoy
visa-free travel in the EU/Schengen Area. The first
wave of passengers traveling visa-free to EU states
was joined by the Prime Minister of Georgia. To
celebrate the enactment of visa waiver, on March 28,
the Head of Georgian Government embarked on a
symbolic trip to Athens, the capital of an ancient
civilization, and Brussels, Europe's political capital.

Important Dates:
28.03.2017 - Launching the
visa-free travel regime with the
EU countries.

08.03.2017

Revised
regulation was published in the
EU Official Journal.

02.02.2017 - The European
Parliament voted in favour of
visa-free travel for Georgian
citizens to the Schengen Area.

13.12.2016 - The European
Parliament and the Council of
Europe have reached a political
agreement regarding Georgia's
Visa Liberalisation with the EU.

05.10.2016 - The Permanent
Representatives
Committee
(COREPER)
agreed,
on
behalf of the Council, a
negotiating position on visa
Liberalisation for Georgia.

"This is a regular Georgian passport of a Georgian
citizen that I will use to travel to Europe," the Prime
Minister addressed the press at the Tbilisi
International Airport, showing them his Georgian
passport. Giorgi Kvirikashvili calls visa waiver for
Georgian citizens a historic event."It is a great
achievement and a good opportunity for Georgians
to enhance their knowledge about the EU, learn
more about the values underpinning the EU. It is a
great opportunity for our students to engage in
different educational programs“, - the Prime
Minister told the press. More: http://e.gov.ge/UutJu

The Chairman of Parliament: “Georgian citizens shall become the ambassadors of our culture, history and
traditions in Europe. Approximation to EU ensures not only our but future generations’ freedom”
28.03.2017; Tbilisi –Irakli Kobakhidze congratulated Georgian population:
“Our people has many times proved loyalty to freedom and democracy
principles and made an important step to occupy the dignified place in
European family. Georgia became even more European which first of all is
the result of unanimity, efforts and tolerance of Georgian people. Free travel
to Europe is not only the privilege of our citizens but responsibility.
Georgian citizens shall become the ambassadors of our culture, history and
traditions in Europe. We all shall realize that approximation to EU ensures
not only our but future generations’ freedom". More: http://e.gov.ge/WwOiQ

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: “Our ambition is to make Georgia a full member of the EU”
27.03.2017; Tbilisi – “As a result of systematic reforms implemented
over the recent years and as a manifestation of enormous trust and
support extended to Georgia, our citizens will be able to travel visafree to the Schengen states. In the modern globalized world it is
supremely important for the citizens of Georgia to travel easily in the
territory of Europe, since a free movement within Europe means
traveling without barriers in the free world.
Our ambition is to make Georgia a full member of the EU. For this political decision we need our country to be
prepared as much as possible in the practical aspects – to introduce EU standards and to converge with the EU”, stated the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mikheil Janelidze. More: http://e.gov.ge/ZGxcx

05.09.2016 - The European
Parliament's
LIBE
Committee adopted the report
on Georgia and a decision to
open
inter-institutional
negotiations.

07.07.2016

- The Foreign
Affairs Committee (AFET) of
the
European
Parliament
approved its opinion on
Georgia’s visa liberalization.

09.03.2016 - Based on the
European Commission final
progress report on Georgia’s
implementation of the Visa
Liberalisation Action Plan, the
Commission presented the
legislative
proposal
on
establishment of short term visa
waiver for Georgian citizens
amending Regulation (EC) No
539/2001.
18.12.2015 - The European
Commission published its 4th
and final progress report on
Georgia’s implementation of the
Visa Liberalisation Action Plan
(VLAP). Georgia meets criteria
to grant visa liberalization.

25.02.2013

- The Visa
Liberalisation Action Plan was
officially presented to the
Georgian authorities.

04.06.2012

- The Visa
Liberalisation dialogue between
the EU and Georgia was
launched.

“Georgia has fulfilled all the
commitments
necessary
for
receiving visa liberalization. It
happened as a result of the reforms
conducted by the Georgian
government. I am looking forward
the day when Georgia’s citizens
are able to depart for the EU
without visas.”

- Johannes Hahn
Commissioner for European Neighborhood
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations
14.07.2016 - Batumi

