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• May 26, Georgia's Independence Day
•“Georgia is not a mere recipient, but also a contributor of the security”–– Prime Minister Kvirikashvili
at Global Security Forum
•Tbilisi hosts the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
•The Turkish Prime Minister visited Georgia to participate in a high-level Georgia-Turkey Strategic
Partnership Council
•Unemployment level in Georgia lowest within past 13 years
•Forum “Strong Diaspora for United Georgia” was held in Tbilisi
•Diplomatic Tour 2017 organized by MFA of Georgia was held in Kakheti

POLITICS
May 26, Georgia's Independence Day
26.05.2017; Tbilisi - Georgia celebrated the 26th anniversary of its independence. A wide
range of cultural, educational and entertainment activities were held in country. Countrywide activities are themed after the anniversary of the birth of the iconic, 12th century poet
Shota Rustaveli. This year, Georgia’s Independence Day coincided with 850 years since
the birth of the Georgian poet who penned the iconic poem, The Knight in the Panther’s
Skin. At the ceremony, held on the occasion of the Independence Day of Georgia in
Freedom Square, up to 300 conscripts have taken military oath before the Commander-inChief of the Georgian Armed Forces, Giorgi Margvelashvili. President congratulated the
population and the Government of Georgia on the occasion of the Independence Day and
wished further development, success and reinforcement to the nation on the path from
independence to freedom.
“Today, Georgia is an independent and free country determined never to give up this most
glorious achievement.” Prime Minister Kvirikashvili. Addressed at the ceremony.
“On this day, I would especially like to highlight contribution of our officers, sergeants, corporals and privates, who with
this responsibility are performing their duties in the Georgian Armed Forces with dignity, and in turn facilitating
protection of Georgia’s unity, independence and freedom.” Defence Minister Levan Izoria said at the event. More:
http://e.gov.ge/jCYzX http://e.gov.ge/VnhmL http://e.gov.ge/yHhUe

“Georgia is not a mere recipient, but also a contributor of the security”– Prime Minister Kvirikashvili
at Global Security Forum
28. 05. 2017; Bratislava - The Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili delivered a speech at
the session held under the umbrella of the Global Security Forum. In his address Giorgi
Kvirikashvili discussed territorial integrity of Georgia, ongoing democratic reforms,
geopolitical role of the state as well as European and Euro-Atlantic integration. The Prime
Minister of Georgia also examined the possibilities of developing cooperation within the
frames of the Eastern Partnership. Giorgi Kvirikashvili also updated the participants of the
session on Georgia’s ongoing reforms and substantial progress achieved in that regard.
“Georgia is not a mere recipient, but also a contributor of the security. We participated in the Resolute Support Mission in
Afghanistan as well as crises management operations in Central African Republic and Mali.” the Prime Minister noted.
During the Global Security Forum in Bratislava, Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili met with Slovak Prime
Minister Robert Fico. More: http://e.gov.ge/QkXuD

Tbilisi hosts the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
26-29 .05. 2017; Tbilisi - The spring session of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO
PA) is held in Tbilisi. This is the first time Georgia is hosting a NATO PA session. The
session was opened with a joint press conference by NATO PA President Paolo Alli and
Speaker of the Parliament Irakli Kobakhidze. The parties discussed Georgia-NATO relations
and further enhancement of cooperation, they as well emphasized importance of holding
NATO PA Spring Session in Tbilisi. As noted, NATO further enhances close relations with
Georgia. The parties touched upon NATO integration of Georgia. Mr. Alli confirmed
absolute support to EU and NATO integration of Georgia. The parties considered the current
situation in the region and security challenges. NATO PA President underlined that the
NATO member states are here to confirm support to Georgia. “NATO PA visits Georgia to
make it crystal clear and underline its absolute support to Georgia”.
The Prime Minister of Georgia thanked the President of NATO PA for holding choosing Tbilisi as the venue of the session,
pointing out that Georgia takes it as a demonstration of support from the Alliance. According to Giorgi Kvirikashvili, North
Atlantic integration is the choice of the Georgian people.
“We pursue NATO integration with diligence and perseverance, which enabled the Allies to recognize that Georgia has all
practical tools to prepare for the membership. We will continue on this road with the same vigor in order to accomplish the
quest of the Georgian people and become the fully-fledged member of the Alliance” - Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze said when speaking before the Political Committee during the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Tbilisi.
More: http://e.gov.ge/GBJYK http://e.gov.ge/HGsrg http://e.gov.ge/jjuQl

The Turkish Prime Minister visited Georgia to participate in a high-level
Georgia-Turkey Strategic Partnership Council
22.05.2017; Tbilisi - The government delegation of the Republic of Turkey led by Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım paid
an official visit to Georgia. Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze held a bilateral meeting with his Turkish
counterpart, Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, who arrived in Tbilisi together with other ministers to participate in
the second meeting of the Georgia-Turkey High-level Strategic Cooperation Council. The sides discussed a broad
spectrum of issues on the bilateral, as well as multilateral agenda. The two foreign ministers exchanged views over the
processes ongoing in the region and worldwide.
Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili held a meeting with his Turkish counterpart Binali Yildirim. Further
deepening the two countries' friendly relations and the key directions of strategic partnership were the key issues
discussed at the meeting. According to the parties, the signing of bilateral documents during event will further diversify
the legal framework between Georgia and Turkey.

At the meeting, President Margvelashvili thanked Mr. Yıldırım for his firm support of Georgia’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity and pointed out that Turkey is Georgia’s one of the most important partners. More:
http://e.gov.ge/BDCDg http://e.gov.ge/LNvmx http://e.gov.ge/YETES

ECONOMY
Unemployment level in Georgia lowest within past 13 years
25.05.2017; Tbilisi - In 2016 the annual unemployment rate in Georgia
declined by 0.2 percentage points and equaled 11.8 percent – the lowest
level within the past 13 years. Last year, the economically active
population constituted 67.5 percent of the working population (population
of 15 years and older), showed the employment and unemployment
Annual Data of 2016 of the National Statistics Office of Georgia.
More: http://e.gov.ge/qBJoO

EVENT
Forum “Strong Diaspora for United Georgia” was held in Tbilisi
27.05.2017; Tbilisi – Tbilisi hosted a forum “Strong Diaspora for United
Georgia” aimed at deepening relations with Georgian living abroad.
“Our diaspora has vast opportunities to engage in Georgia's ongoing processes
and contribute to our country's progress and the building of the Georgian state. I
believe that it is together with you, our compatriots scattered throughout the world
that we will build a strong state and advance our country to a brand new level”
Georgian Prime Minister addressed the participants of a forum.
According to Giorgi Kvirikashvili, hundreds of thousands of Georgians abroad make up a
tremendous asset for deepening Georgia's relations with different countries, for promoting
Georgia's ancient civilization and culture and introducing Georgia's positive image
internationally. Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze presented the state policy on Diaspora
– Strong Diaspora with Close Ties to the Homeland. “We have kept all the projects kicked
off by the State Minister in Diaspora Issues and do our best to make our steps even more
fruitful in every direction with our diplomatic resources”, Janelidze said.
Within the framework of the Diaspora Forum, an official ceremony of granting the name of Leuville to the Mtkvari left
bank was held in Tbilisi. More: http://e.gov.ge/BSmsN http://e.gov.ge/lsheh

Diplomatic Tour 2017 organized by MFA of Georgia was held in Kakheti
25.05.2017; Kvareli – Diplomatic Tour 2017 was organized by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for foreign diplomats accredited to Georgia. Within the
framework of the tour, both resident and non-resident ambassadors travelled to
Kvareli, Kakheti Region. Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze
delivered a welcoming speech for the foreign diplomats thanking them for
participation in the tour and welcoming the fact that the level of participation
increases from year to year. According to the Minister, the diplomatic tour
offers the diplomats the opportunity to get familiarized with the economic and
tourist potential of various regions of Georgia. More: http://e.gov.ge/nhCQx

