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• The 17th Congress of European Constitutional Courts took place in Batumi
• Defence Minister Levan Izoria: “Georgia to keep contributing to NATO Resolute Support mission”
• Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs has paid a visit to Georgia
• Afghan Finance Minister Eklil Ahmad Hakimi paid an official visit to Georgia
• Georgian-Armenian Business Forum urges investors to boost trade
• Georgia’s economy grows 5.3% in May and equaled 4.5% for the first 5 months of 2017
• US State Department lists Georgia among the best nations combating human trafficking

POLITICS
The 17th Congress of European Constitutional Courts took place in Batumi
29.06.2017; Batumi - The 17th Congress of European Constitutional Courts
took place in Batumi, Georgia. About 200 delegates from 40 countries
participated in the forum. Georgia’s President, Prime Minister and Speaker of
Parliament delivered speeches at the forum. They talked about the constitutional
courts in general and about the ongoing constitutional reform in Georgia. Gianni
Buquicchio, President of Venice Commission, an advisory board of Council of
Europe attended the Congress.
The meeting between the Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili and the President of the Venice Commission
Gianni Buquicchio was held in the framework of the congress. The parties discussed the constitutional amendments,
which seek to put in place a well-balanced constitution. According to the Prime Minister, these amendments, developed
based on unprecedented public debates by the Constitutional Commission bringing together politicians, NGOs, and
independent experts, will enable Georgia to have a constitution that ensures a comprehensive parliamentary model of
government, greater effectiveness of the government, better defined functions of the president as a neutral arbiter, and
stronger protection of human rights and society as a whole. More: http://e.gov.ge/VHeOk

Defence Minister Levan Izoria: “Georgia to keep contributing to NATO Resolute Support mission”
30.06.2017; Brussels - Georgian Defence Minister Levan Izoria spoke at the meeting of
the North Atlantic Council with Resolute Support operational partner nations at the level
of Defence Ministers. The event was held in Brussels and was opened by Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg. In his speech Izoria focused on ensuring international security
and stability and stressed the role of Georgia as a strategic partner of NATO. "A total of
870 Georgian servicemen are serving in Afghanistan. We will maintain this amount of
our contribution in the future in order to ensure international security together with our
partners”, - Georgian Defence Minister said.
According to Levan Izoria, “Within the NATO framework in particular, making such steps will bring Georgia more
security, more compatibility with NATO, more improvement of our military readiness, within the strategy that NATO has
defined in accordance with its deterrence policy.”

Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs has paid a visit to Georgia
26-28.06.2017; Tbilisi - As part of the celebration of the 25thanniversary of
diplomatic relations between Georgia and Japan, Japanese Parliamentary ViceMinister for Foreign Affairs Motome Takisawa paid a visit to Georgia. He was
hosted by Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze. The sides discussed
important issues on the agenda of bilateral relations focusing on the increasing
level of economic co-operation between the two countries. The parties highly
appraised the decision to start negotiations on Bilateral Investment Treaty,
which will act as an additional stimulus for Japanese companies to get
interested in Georgia’s favorable business climate and investment projects.
Within the framework of the visit, Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister together with Georgian Prime Minister and
Minister of Infrastructure and Regional Development participated in the opening ceremony of the 15.2 km ZestaponiKutaisi section of the East-West Highway. The project was financed by the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA).
As part of the visit to Georgia, the internationally acclaimed ballet dancer and artistic director of Z. Paliashvili State Ballet
of Georgia Nina Ananiashvili was formally accorded the Order of the Rising Sun featuring decorations of Gold Rays with
Neck Ribbon - a Japanese state award recognizing her contribution to cultural relations between the two countries.
More: http://e.gov.ge/TGlUI

Afghan Finance Minister Eklil Ahmad Hakimi paid an official visit to Georgia
28-29.06.2017; Tbilisi – Finance Minister of Afghanistan Eklil Ahmad
Hakimi visited Georgia to meet local authorities and discuss tradeeconomic issues with them. The meeting has being held with Georgia’s
Finance Minister Dimitri Kumsishvili. At the meeting the ministers
emphasized the friendly relations between the two countries and discussed
economic and transport issues. They also noted the great potential for
deepening cooperation between the two countries. Special attention was
paid to the opportunities that Georgian companies have in Afghanistan.
Afghan Finance Minister also met Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili. The meeting focused on geostrategic
location of Georgia and its transit potential and prospects of future cooperation between the two countries.
While during the meeting between Eklil Ahmad Hakimi and Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze, the sides
discussed important issues on the agenda of bilateral co-operation highlighting the need to find effective mechanisms for
developing trade-economic co-operation between the two countries. More: http://e.gov.ge/GOYvp

ECONOMY
Georgian-Armenian Business Forum urges investors to boost trade
29.06.2017; Armenia - The Georgian-Armenian Business Forum was held in
Yerevan and hosted more than 150 businessmen and high-ranking officials from both
countries. At the forum Georgia’s Economy Minister Giorgi Gakharia talked about
recent developments in Georgia and informed foreign investors about opportunities
offered by the country’s business-friendly environment. Within the framework of the
forum, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Georgian and
Armenian chambers of commerce.
Within the framework of the visit to Armenia Minister Gakharia, had a meeting with the President of the Republic,
Serzh Sargsyan. Significant aspects of the economic relations between the two countries and the plans on joint projects
in different sectors of economy, which the two countries are actively working on, were discussed during the meeting.
Georgian Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development Giorgi Gakharia also held meetings with the Prime
Minister, the Minister of Economic Development and Investments, the Minister of Transport, Communications and
Information Technologies of Armenia. More: http://e.gov.ge/PeWKj

Georgia’s economy grows 5.3% in May and equaled 4.5% for the first 5 months of 2017
30.06.2017; Tbilisi - Georgia experienced 5.3 percent economic growth in
May 2017, show the latest data from the National Statistics Office of
Georgia. The estimated real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) average
growth equaled 4.5 percent for the first five months of 2017 year-on-year.
Turnover of enterprises has increased by 17 percent that indicates economic
activity in the country. Moreover, significant growth was observed in
transport, manufacturing, hospitality, real estate and other sectors. Various
international financial institutions also have positive expectations about
Georgia’s economic growth. More: http://e.gov.ge/awdEx

RANKINGS
US State Department lists Georgia among the best nations combating human trafficking
28.06.2017 ; - Georgia has been ranked among Tier 1 nations in the Trafficking in
Persons Report 2017, - says an annual report issued by the US State Department's
Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons. The report ranks governments
based on their perceived efforts to acknowledge and combat human trafficking. "The
Government of Georgia fully meets the minimum standards for the elimination of
trafficking. The government continued to demonstrate serious and sustained efforts
during the reporting period; therefore, Georgia remained on Tier 1”, - the report says.
The report praised Georgia’s efforts to investigate and prevent cases of trafficking, also actions carried out to protect
victims of trafficking and cooperation measures, as well as activities of law enforcement authorities with respect to
proactive investigations to reveal crimes and prosecution of traffickers. In the report, with regards to effective fight
against trafficking, Georgia fell in beside such countries of the European Union as France, Germany, Italy, Czech
Republic, Spain, Sweden, Poland, the Netherlands, Denmark and Portugal. More: http://e.gov.ge/nNcVa

