6-12 March, 2017

ISSUE № 19
 Georgia’s Prime Minister attended the Italy-Georgia Business Forum as part of his state visit to Italy
 Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias welcomes Georgia’s integration with the EU
 Georgian Foreign Minister has paid a working visit to Strasbourg
 Prime Minister’s Initiative to Establish Office of Media Ombudsman
 6 millionth tourist given VIP treatment and dinner with the Prime Minister of Georgia
 Georgian Ambassador to the United States David Bakradze has appeared before the U.S. Senators
 Mikheil Janelidze has met various groups to discuss issues related to visa-free travel with the EU
 First Diplomatic Ski Competition has been held in Gudauri

POLITICS
Georgia’s Prime Minister attended the Italy-Georgia Business Forum as part of his state visit to Italy
08.03.2017; Rome - A welcoming ceremony was in Rome by Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni to honor the state
visit of Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili. A new stage in economic and cultural cooperation and intense
dynamics in Georgia-Italy relations, this is how Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni described his Georgian counterpart's state
visit to Rome. The Prime Ministers discussed ongoing issues pertaining to Georgia-Italy relations and pointed out the 25th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between the countries.
Georgia and Italy have a significant potential for furthering their economic cooperation, as it was pointed out at the
meeting between Georgian Prime Minister and Italian Minister of Economic Development Carlo Calenda, who also
discussed some of the key issues of trade and economic relations between the countries. As part of his state visit to Italy,
the Prime Minister attended the opening of the Joint Italy-Georgia Business Forum in the company of Italian Foreign
Minister Angelino Alfano. The forum brings together over 250 leading Italian and Georgian businesses.
Italy considers Georgia a member of the European family, President of the Senate Pietro Grasso stated during meeting
with Giorgi Kvirikashvili. At the meeting in Rome, the parties discussed the two countries' bilateral relations and
prospects of deeper economic cooperation.
More: http://e.gov.ge/oYKVA http://e.gov.ge/sCXpn http://e.gov.ge/qMDaf http://e.gov.ge/kqxbl

Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias welcomes Georgia’s integration with the EU
07.03.2017; Tbilisi – “Cooperation between Georgia and Greece is of strategic importance.
Greece welcomes Georgia’s integration with the EU”, - Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias
said at a joint press conference after his meeting with Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze.
Minister Nikos Kotzias held a meeting with the President of Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili.
Parties discussed historical relations between Georgia and Greece and the prospects of further
strengthening cooperation between the two countries.
The Greek Foreign Minister commended Georgia's reforms and expressed full support for the
country's EU integration at the meeting with the Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi Kvirikashvili.
Minister Kotzias was also hosted by the Chairman of Parliament, Irakli Kobakhidze. As the
Chairman noted, Parliament plans to set up the Georgia-Greece Friendship Group.
More: http://e.gov.ge/gxKqa http://e.gov.ge/eAdmr http://e.gov.ge/eCUTj http://e.gov.ge/pXsPu

Georgian Foreign Minister has paid a working visit to Strasbourg
06.032017; Strasbourg – Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze paid a
working visit to Strasbourg and held meetings with representatives of the Council
of Europe, CoE Parliamentary Assembly and the European Court of Human
Rights. The Council of Europe highly appreciates Georgia’s efforts in the
democratization process, - Deputy Secretary General of the Council of
Europe Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni said .
Within the framework of his visit, Georgian Foreign Minister held a meeting with Isil Gachet, Director of the Office of
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights. The parties discussed various issues relating to relations between
Georgia and the CoE, paying special attention to successful co-operation in the area of human rights protection.
More: http://e.gov.ge/ZKIJd
http://e.gov.ge/Fhejm

Prime Minister’s Initiative to Establish Office of Media Ombudsman
06.03.2017; Tbilisi - The Prime Minister of Georgia offers an initiative to establish the Office of Media Ombudsman and
invites for cooperation the most reputable international media rights observers, international media experts and specialists.
This initiative was presented by Giorgi Kvirikashvili at the meeting with the NGO sector. The Prime Minister's initiative
seeks to ensure maximal transparency, development of a pluralistic media environment, and dispelling all doubts over
media freedom in Georgia.
“Today, I am publicly inviting for cooperation European media experts and
specialists who have proved indeed their professionalism. The Office of Media
Ombudsman will continuously monitor the country's media environment and
development, including the processes involving Rustavi 2, the Public Broadcaster,
and the media environment as a whole“, - the Prime Minister stated.
More: http://e.gov.ge/ANyoI

ECONOMY
6 millionth tourist given VIP treatment and dinner with the Prime Minister of Georgia
10.03.2017; Tbilisi - The year of 2016 registered a record number of tourists in
Georgia. Inflow of international visitors reached a historical maximum and exceeded
6 million persons. A tourist from the Netherlands, Mr. Jesper Black turned out the 6
millionth visitor. A special reception was arranged to meet him in the Tbilisi
International Airport, where he suddenly learned that he was a special guest and a
surprise had been prepared for him. At the dinner the Dutch visitor was personally
hosted by Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili, who acquainted him with
Georgian cuisine, folklore and folk music.
A video released by the Georgian Tourism Administration shows some of the
preparation for Mr Blacks’ trip. At the end of the video, Mr Black says it was a once
in a lifetime trip that he will definitely be telling his children about. He says he is
“super grateful” to the people of Georgia for the warm welcome.
More: http://e.gov.ge/ELNNQ

EVENTS
Georgian Ambassador to the United States David Bakradze has appeared before the U.S. Senators
07.03.2017; Washington - Georgian Ambassador to the United States David Bakradze spoke at the United States Senate
Committee of Appropriations. The hearing aimed to broaden the understanding of Russia’s policies and intentions toward
specific countries in Europe.
Ambassador spoke about the Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008 and its consequences: “I
am here today to remind you that before Ukraine, Georgia was invaded in 2008 and 20% of
our country remains under Russian occupation. Despite ongoing Russian aggression, with
the support of the United States, Georgia has made tremendous strides in strengthening
democratic institutions, fostering economic development and solidifying an irreversible path
towards European and Euro-Atlantic integration”. More: http://e.gov.ge/LBfmR

Mikheil Janelidze has met various groups to discuss issues related to visa-free travel with the EU
10.03.2017; Tbilisi – Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze, Deputy Foreign
Minister Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Director of the Consular Department and
officials of the respective services of the Ministry met representatives of various
groups to discuss issues related to visa-free travel with the EU. Information provided
during the meeting concerned visa-free travel rules and regulations as well as
preparatory work performed by the Georgian Foreign Ministry and consular offices
abroad. More: http://e.gov.ge/VlTEa

First Diplomatic Ski Competition has been held in Gudauri
11.03.2017; Gudauri - Diplomats competed for the first time in the
Diplomatic Ski Competition launched in Georgia by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Foreign diplomats accredited to Georgia, members of the
Government and officials of the Foreign Ministry took part in the
competition which revealed winners in various categories. The Foreign
Minister and Deputy Ministers awarded the winners with special prizes.
More: http://e.gov.ge/yCdwI

