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• Georgia's Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili hosted Armenia's Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan
• Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze participated in the UN Security Council open debate
• EU Commissioner Avramopoulos: “In just 20 days Georgians will be able to travel visa-free to EU“
• US Congress delegation visited Tbilisi to reassure US Congress bipartisan support to Georgia
• External merchandise trade in Georgia increased by 22% in January 2017
• Mikheil Janelidze has congratulated the Estonian people on the Day of Independence
• Georgian flags have been flown at half-mast on the occasion of the Soviet Occupation Day
• The Irish parliament has passed first-ever resolution in support of Georgia

POLITICS
Georgia's Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili hosted Armenia's Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan
23.02.2017; Tbilisi - Armenia's Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan visited
Georgia. The Head of the Armenian Government was hosted by Georgia's Prime
Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili. According to the Prime Minister of Georgia, the
main aspects of relations between Georgia and Armenia, trade and economic
situation as well as the prospects of deepening cooperation across wide range of
areas, including transportation and energy sectors, tourism, and culture were
discussed during the meeting with his Armenian counterpart.
Giorgi Kvirikashvili and Karen Karapetyan made statements for the press and discussed the details of their meeting. The
head of the Government of Georgia expressed the hope that good-neighbourly relations between Georgia and Armenia
will deepen ever more through the joint efforts of the prime ministers of both countries. More: http://e.gov.ge/Eespc
As a part of the official two-day visit to Georgia the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Karen Karapetyan
and his delegation met with the President of Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili. More: http://e.gov.ge/hoLQq

Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze participated in the UN Security Council open debate
21.02.2017; New York - Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze addressed at the
United Nations Security Council meeting which was dedicated to assess existing threats to
regional and international peace and security caused by conflicts in Europe.
Minister Janelidze reiterated, that world has already seen Russian aggression in Georgia
and then in Ukraine, and it could possibly take place elsewhere if no action is to be taken.
He said that the conflict that started in the early 90s in Georgia reached its culmination in
the 2008 Russian military intervention in the country and occupation of its territories, as
the international community failed to respond to the early warning signs.
According to Minister, while the UN, OSCE and EU have been engaged in international
talks between Georgia and Russia as the co-moderators of the Geneva International
Discussions for 8 years now, more needs to be done to deliver on tangible results, which
first and foremost requires political will and commitment from all.
“Georgia stands ready to settle the conflict with the Russian Federation by exclusively peaceful means, in accordance
with relevant international agreements and with full respect for the fundamental principles of international law”, - stated
Minister Janelidze. Full speech: http://e.gov.ge/Jugoo

EU Commissioner Avramopoulos: “In just 20 days Georgians will be able to travel visa-free to EU“
26-27.02.201; Tbilisi – European Union Commissioner for Migration, Home
Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos arrived in Georgia.
He was met at the airport by Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze.
Commissioner Avramopoulos at the Press Conference with the Prime Minister of
Georgia noted that the final green light to lifting visa-requirements for Georgia is
a "historic moment” and "one step” forward between Georgia and the EU.
The EU Commissioner thanked the Government of Georgia for their commitment and efforts in implementing necessary
policy standards, which in turn has allowed for a swift process of visa-liberalisation and now, a complete waiver.
The President of Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili held a meeting with the EU Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos as a
part of his official visit. "On its European path Georgia is not alone and we believe that we are going to enjoy this great
moment soon“, - stated Mr. Avramopoulos at the meeting. More: http://e.gov.ge/iuCZa http://e.gov.ge/DKIah

US Congress delegation visited Tbilisi to reassure US Congress bipartisan support to Georgia
.
24-26.02.2017; Tbilisi – US Congress Delegation composed of the Congressmen:
Peter Roskam (Illinois), David Price (North Caroline), Gerry Connolly (Virginia)
and Adrian Smith (Nebraska) visited Georgia. They met with Prime Minister Giorgi
Kvirikashvili, Chairman of the Parliament Mr. Irakli Kobakhidze and Members of
Parliament. During the meetings, Georgia-US bilateral relations and sound
partnership were emphasized.
Congressman Peter Roskam and David Price offered to the Head of the Georgian Government assurances of bipartisan
commitment from US Congress. The US delegation commended Georgia's progress and reforms implemented by the
Government over the past few years. “The Congressmen once again confirmed intact support of USA to Georgia which is
paramount for us”, - noted first Deputy Chairperson of Parliament, Ms. Tamar Chugoshvili.
More: http://e.gov.ge/xMHuE

ECONOMY
External merchandise trade in Georgia increased by 22% in January 2017
20.02.2017; Tbilisi - In January 2017 external merchandise trade in Georgia
amounted to USD 651 million, 22% higher year-on-year. The exports
equaled USD 177 million (45% higher), while the imports stood at USD 474
million (15% higher).
Trade turnover with the EU countries amounted to USD 174 million, grew
by 27%. Exports amounted to USD 53 million (39% higher), while imports
amounted to USD 121 million (22% higher).
More: http://e.gov.ge/mUgLY

EVENTS
Mikheil Janelidze has congratulated the Estonian people on the Day of Independence
24.02.2017; Tbilisi - Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze
attended the reception dedicated to Estonia’s Independence Day
congratulating the audience on this national holiday. The Minister spoke
about the particularly close and friendly relations between the two
countries highlighting the common goals and values uniting Georgia and
Estonia. Mikheil Janelidze thanked Estonia for supporting Georgia’s
European and Euro-Atlantic integration and sharing its experience in
implementing various reforms. The Minister noted with satisfaction that
the two countries enjoy high level of co-operation and partnership.
More: http://e.gov.ge/JAppQ
http://e.gov.ge/XSTeG

Georgian flags have been flown at half-mast on the occasion of the Soviet Occupation Day
25.02.2017; Tbilisi - Georgian national flags were flown at half-mast on the buildings of
the Georgian Foreign Ministry and all diplomatic representations abroad as the country
marked the anniversary of the Red Army invasion of Georgia on 25 February 1921.
On 21 July 2010 the Parliament of Georgia adopted a resolution to declare 25 February
as Soviet Occupation Day. The resolution stipulates that national flags are flown at halfmast on all administrative buildings. Georgia’s diplomatic representations abroad join
this action every year.
More: http://e.gov.ge/mnskV

The Irish parliament has passed first-ever resolution in support of Georgia
23.02.2017; Dublin - The Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Defence of Irish Parliament supported the resolution Motion on the
Territorial Integrity of Georgia and its Integration in to the European
Union. According to the resolution, Ireland reconfirms its support for
Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally
recognised borders.
It needs to be emphasized that the Irish Parliament has passed first-ever
resolution in support for Georgia. More: http://e.gov.ge/BKsfs

