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• Visa waiver regulation for Georgian citizens has been signed
• The President of Georgia Giorgi Margvelashvili visited the Republic of Belarus
• NATO Military Committee visited Georgia for the second time since 2014
• Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze appeared before the 34th session of the UNHRC
• MFA Statement on closure of the so-called crossing points in the occupied Abkhazia region
• The State of Israel has included Georgia in the list of safe countries
• Economic growth up 5.2% in January 2017

POLITICS
Visa waiver regulation for Georgian citizens has been signed
01.03.2017; Brussels - The new regulation allowing Georgian citizens to enjoy visafree travel has been signed, with the signing ceremony at the European Parliament
attended by Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili. The regulation enabling
Georgia's citizens to travel visa-free in the EU/Schengen Area will be published in
the official magazine of the EU in a few days. Within 20 days after publication, the
citizens of Georgia will enjoy short-term visa-free travel to the EU/Schengen Area
member states.
During the visit, Prime Minister met with the President of the European Parliament Antonio Tajani. Paties discussed
Georgia's ongoing reforms, the state of affairs in Georgia's occupied territories, and relevant challenges.
More: http://e.gov.ge/kvXxa http://e.gov.ge/yWutZ

The President of Georgia Giorgi Margvelashvili visited the Republic of Belarus
01.03.2017; Minsk – President of Georgia Giorgi Margvelashvili visited Republic of Belarus and held an official
meeting with the President of the Republic of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko. The meeting was mainly focused on the
prospects of further strengthening cooperation in political, trade-economic, and cultural areas. The parties discussed the
situation in the occupied territories of Georgia.
President Margvelashvili thanked President Lukashenko for his support of Georgia’s territorial integrity, sovereignty,
and non-recognition policy. As President Lukashenko pointed out, Georgia represents a prospective and an important
partner for the Republic of Belarus in the Caucasus region, with which the Republic has diplomatic relations for more
than 20 years.
The parties have also discussed the growing dynamics of economic and trade relations between Georgia and the
Republic of Belarus and the importance of further strengthening this cooperation.
More: http://e.gov.ge/iuLnT http://e.gov.ge/mYlWG

NATO Military Committee visited Georgia for the second time since 2014
02.03.03.2017; Tbilisi - During the two-day trip NATO’s Military Representatives
met with the Substantial NATO-Georgia Package (SNGP) team to receive a progress
report, visited the Joint NATO-Georgia Training and Evaluation Centre (JTEC) and
observed a pre-deployment training demonstration of Georgian troops. The Military
Committee and its Chairman, General Petr Pavel, also visited the Administrative
Boundary Line (ABL).
During a special Military Committee meeting with Georgia, the Military Representatives received comprehensive
briefings from Georgian counterparts on regional security, namely in the Black Sea, as well as Defence Reforms and the
optimisation of the Georgian Armed Forces.
While the Military Committee were visiting the Georgian National Defence College, General Pavel had a series of
meetings with Georgian Officials, namely President Mr Giorgi Margvelashvili, Prime Minister Mr Giorgi
Kviriskashvili, Minister of Defence Mr Levan Izoria and Chief of Defence Brigadier General Vladimer Chachibaia.
General Petr Pavel and Mr Levan Izoria held a press conference to discuss the outcomes of their joint meeting and the
meeting with the Military Committee. General Pavel commended Georgia for being “a valuable NATO Partner and a
strong and reliable contributor to international security. I also want to highlight the professionalism and bravery of
your troops”. More: http://e.gov.ge/QhEje http://e.gov.ge/QeMUR http://e.gov.ge/tCYny

Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze appeared before the 34th session of the UNHRC
28.02.2017; Geneva - Minister Mikheil Janelidze spoke about the
important progress Georgia has achieved in terms of human rights
protection over the past few years. He also focused on the
Government’s human rights action plan and initiatives. According to
him, Despite the Georgian government’s efforts, the humanitarian
and human rights situation in both occupied regions of Georgia
remains of grave concern, “especially when no international
monitoring mechanisms, including the UN human rights machinery,
are allowed to the regions” – the Minister said.
The 34th session of the UN Human Rights Council was held in Geneva on 27 and 28 February. The Georgian Foreign
Minister met the Swiss Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs the U.N. and the High Commissioner for
Refugees. Within the framework of his visit, Mikheil Janelidze also hold bilateral meetings with the foreign ministers of
various countries.
More: http://e.gov.ge/xkxbp http://e.gov.ge/wfnOO http://e.gov.ge/mhYOT http://e.gov.ge/YzITQ

MFA Statement on closure of the so-called crossing points in the occupied Abkhazia region
05.03.2017; Tbilisi - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia condemns
the closure of the so-called crossing points by the Russian occupation regime
in the villages of Nabakevi and Otobaia, the Abkhazia region. Noteworthy
that during the year of 2016 the representatives of the occupation regime
closed the so-called crossing points in the villages of Tagiloni and
Lekukhona. On 5 March 2017, they abolished two more so-called crossing
points along the occupation line.
According to the MFA statement, Despite clear-cut appeals by the international community, including the UN,
the EU, NATO, the USA, Lithuania and Japan, it seems that the Russian occupation regime in Sokhumi made the decision
to continue the destructive policy and to impede the peaceful conflict resolution efforts by the Georgian Government.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia appeals to the international community to duly assess the tendency of closure
of so-called crossing points and isolation of the occupied regions, also the so-called referendum to be held on 9 April in
the Tskhinvali region, and to take effective measures with regard to Russia’s illegal steps undermining sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Georgia. More: http://e.gov.ge/EuroK

The State of Israel has included Georgia in the list of safe countries
28.02.2017; Tbilisi – The State of Israel has included Georgia
in the list of safe countries which means that, according to
Israel, no one in Georgia is under threat of persecution on the
grounds of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group, political views.
The inclusion of Georgia in the list of safe countries means
that Georgian citizens’ applications for asylum (unless they
are based on real reasons) will not be granted.
The State of Israel is the fifth country after the Kingdom of
Belgium, France, Bulgaria and Austria, to have placed
Georgia on the list of safe countries.
More: http://e.gov.ge/uVDpi

ECONOMY
Economic Growth up 5.2% in January 2017
28.02.2017; Tbilisi - Georgia’s economy is growing steadily, shows the
latest data from the National Statistics Office of Georgia (Geostat). The
estimated real gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate in January 2017
amounted to 5.2 %, - said Geostat. Export in January 2017 grew 44.7%.
Similarly, GDP turnover grew almost 21%, and the number of newly
registered enterprises increased by 33%.
More: http://e.gov.ge/nBsmH

